
The
Work 
of 
Elders



The Message in the Names

Overseer: 
The Work of Watching

Shepherd: 
The Work of Leading

Elder: 
The Work of Advising

Steward: 
The Work of Pleasing



The Work of Elders

The Work of Instruction

32 And now I commend you to God and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. 
(Acts 20:32)



The Work of Elders

The Work of Instruction

“hold firm to the trustworthy word as he has 
been taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also to 
rebuke those who contradict it.” (Titus 1:9)
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The Work of Protection
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“hold firm to the trustworthy word as he has 
been taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also to 
rebuke those who contradict it.” (Titus 1:9)



The Work of Instruction

The Work of Protection

The Work of Elders

“10 For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers 
and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision 
group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are 
ruining whole households by teaching things they 
ought not to teach.” (Titus 1:10–11)



The Work of Instruction

The Work of Protection

29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and 
from among your own selves will arise men 
speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering 
that for three years I did not cease night or day to 
admonish every one with tears. (Acts 20:29–31)
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The Work of Instruction

The Work of Protection

The Work of Modeling

2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving 
as overseers—not because you must, but because you are 
willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but 
eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock. (1 Peter 5:2–3)
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The Work of Instruction

The Work of Protection

The Work of Modeling
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The Work of Elders

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith … to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, (Ephesians 4:11–13)



The Work of Instruction

The Work of Protection

The Work of Modeling

The Work of Maturing

The Work of Elders

35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this 
way we must help the weak and remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)
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